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INTRODUCTION 

The mass media should be a milestone in reporting and highlighting political, social, and 

environmental events or current issues needed by society. Janowitz (1968) stated that the media 

has a purpose and function in conveying information to the general public. In line with this, 

Kridalaksana (1984) states that mass media conveys information that can relate directly to the 

public, such as newspapers, radio, and television. This is reinforced by McQuail (1987: 176) that 
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ARTICLE INFO: ABSTRACT: 

Independence and neutrality are ideologies that must be applied in a news 
story. The media has rights and obligations to ensure these two ideologies 
match events. The media has also experienced convergence from several 
types of print news to transforming into digital media online. Reporting 
current issues, which is the media's function, is exciting to discuss. Here, the 
researcher analyzes the case of Richard Eliezer's revocation of protection by 
the LPSK, which was very hotly discussed by the public last March. This study 
uses qualitative methods and analysis (DNA) with application support dna-
2.0-beta25, visone-2.15, and JavaSetup8u321. Researchers found that six 
media portals analyzed in the reporting of Richard Eliezer's revocation of 
protection by LPSK, namely Kompas TV, TV One, Metro TV, CNN, Republika, 
and Tribune, have different alignments. Three of the six media above tend to 
be neutral; two other portals are pro, and one is contra. In this way, each 
media has its alignment according to the interests of related parties, which 
have a background unknown to the public. 
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 media content is deliberately selected and disseminated by an organizational institution and 

people who can later be identified (Vavan, 2020: 110). 

One that is in the public's attention is an issue that occurred on July 8, 2022, where almost 

all media portals reported on an incident that was initially stated as an incident of shooting by a 

member of the National Police against another member until it turned into an issue of the 

shooting of a member of the National Police. Police based on orders from superiors. Meanwhile, 

according to the Indonesian Political Indicators survey (2022), 80.4 percent of 1,200 respondents 

followed the news about the murder of Brigadier Joshua in the mass media. 

As Law no. 31 of 2014 concerning the protection of witnesses and victims, Richard Eliezer, 

the executor in this case, has the right asJustice Collaborator (JC) for cooperating with law 

enforcement in the investigation process. However, on March 9, 2023, as reported by 

Kompas.com (12/03/2023), Richard Eliezer's protection had been officially revoked by the LPSK 

or the Witness and Victim Protection Agency because of his exclusive interview broadcast in a 

Kompas TV program, which was considered to have violated agreement and agreement between 

the LPSK and Richard Eliezer. 

Media coverage is not neutral and objective, and sometimes it is hyperbole (Sugiyanto, 

2020: 115). The media should not take sides with any group or figure that is quite influential and 

must be neutral. However, what has happened now is that media coverage has sided with specific 

groups. The news that was conveyed to the general public was considered one-sided and 

detrimental to some parties, so the independence of the media itself was questioned whether it 

was by the applicable code of ethics or whether all media had become partisan media (Musfialdy, 

2019: 21). Mulyana (2005: 132-133) says that the press, which should be objective and 

proportional in its reporting, often acts in a biased and non-objective way. This happens because 

of the background of newspapers adjoining the business sector and differences in the vision and 

mission of each, such as in terms of religion, politics, and certain ideologies (Karomani, 2020: 5). 

The problem of media neutrality is shown in the film Habibie & Ainun, directed by Faozan Rizal 

and released in 2012. In one scene of this film, B.J. Habibie and Ainun attend an association, and 

several staff report a demonstration in front of his house caused by a media issue, saying that 
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 the house resulted from B.J.'s corruption. Habibie when he served as minister. Even though the 

house was built in 1972, long before B.J. Habibie served as minister, the media has partiality 

towards uncertain issues. Without interviewing and seeking the truth from those who report it 

first, the media arbitrarily spreads news that is not yet valid. The person behind it caused this, 

and the media reporting on the issue is undoubtedly on the person's side. 

Neutrality is the soul of the mass media, which all media parties should fully guard. 

Recently, many mass media managers have proclaimed the neutrality of their news. However, 

many parties believe that the mass media's neutrality in Indonesia cannot be guaranteed. The 

problem with mass media which is not yet completely free from power is an old disease of the 

world of journalism in Indonesia (Sugiyanto, 2023). Therefore, public dissatisfaction is with the 

current value of neutrality in the mass media (Wibawa, 2020: 186-187). However, as an 

information society, Indonesian people still need the latest news in the mass media. Media 

convergence has been implemented, especially in this very advanced technological era, where 

mass media in print has begun to merge into online media. 

According to the 2022 Digital News Report by the Reuters Institute regarding the mass media 

landscape, launched on June 15, 2022, 88% of Indonesian people consume news from online-

based mass media, as for mass media based online which has the most enthusiasts. 
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Figure 1. Most consumed online media (2022) 

Source: Media Network said website, 2022 

From the image above, it can be seen that Detik.com is ranked first as the most popular 

media in 2022, followed in succession by Kompas, CNN Indonesia, Tribunnews, TVOnenews.com, 

MetroTVnews.com, Liputan6.com, Okezone, Kumparan, and Tempo .co.id. By being accessed by 

many people, the author can see how high the credibility of a news portal is in 2022, and it can 

be interpreted that the Indonesian people immensely trust the news portal, and it is worthy of 

analysis. 

From this background, this paper wants to show how neutrality the media is in reporting 

on the case of the revocation of protection for Richard Eliezer by the LPSK which has occurred 

since March 10, 2023. 

RESEARCH METHODS 

The researcher took data sources from several mass media which ranked relatively high 

in 2022, which corresponds to the year when the Richard Eliezer revocation of protection by the 

LPSK took place, such as Kompas TV, TV One, Metro TV, CNN, Republika, and Tribune. 

Researchers analyze the dominance of actors or nodes, which was reported in several media 

portals with pro or con responses to this case. 
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 The data taken has been calculated since the media portal alert online on March 10-14 

2023. This period was taken because the LPSK officially revoked Bharada E's protection on March 

10 2023, at a press conference, and since then, the news has begun to rise and become in the 

public spotlight. However, the news about this case took little time, and it can be seen that on 

March 15 2023 no media portal reported the case. 

This research was conducted using qualitative methods, which tend to have criteria in 

how to understand the meaning and construct the existing reality (Somantri, 2005: 58). This 

method aims to analyze data that has been collected from several news portals and literature 

that is studied more clearly and in-depth. Apart from the primary data collected, the author also 

looks for secondary data, which will later help explain how this discourse can emerge and spread 

among the community (Edvra and Nyarwi, 2022: 62). 

This method is also carried out by analysis Digital Network Analysis (DNA) with a data 

analysis approach from the news in the mass media. The data collected is translated through 

coding in a table consisting of actors or nodes, mass media portals, pros/cons responses, the date 

the news was released, and the number of pros/cons of the news. The applications used by 

researchers to produce visualizations from the data that have been collected are dna-2.0-beta25, 

visone-2.15, and JavaSetup8u321. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Of the six media that have been analyzed, namely Kompas TV, TV One, Metro TV, CNN, 

Republika, and Tribune, the authors found several actors or nodes that play an essential role in 

this case—starting from the chairman and deputy of the LPSK, lawyers, police, former Criminal 

Investigation Agency, Directorate General of Pas, Kompas TV, academics, legal observers, forensic 

psychologists, to netizens. All of these actors have different opinions with different foundations. 

The LPSK party, which considers that there was a violation of the agreement and 

agreement, expressed its opinion on the accuracy of the decision to revoke this physical 

protection (pro) based on Article 30 Paragraph (2) letter C Law Number 13 of 2006. The lawyers 

from Richard Eliezer and The party from Metro TV who conducted the interview expressed their 

counter opinion on the pretext that before the screening took place, they had obtained legal and 
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 official permission from the authorities, such as the National Police Chief, the Bareskrim Prison 

Office, the Minister of Law and Human Rights, and the Director General of PAS. Richard Eliezer's 

lawyer added that he regretted and handed over Richard Eliezer's complete protection to the 

Polri institution. 

Regardless of the actor or nodes' opinion, it is also obtained how far the media takes sides 

in this report. The coding is in tabular form, showing the dominance of the news presented on 

Kompas TV, TV One, Metro TV, CNN, Republika, and Tribune. 

Table 1. Coding table in reporting on the revocation of protection for Richard Eliezer by LPSK on the 

Kompas.com portal in the period 10-13 March 2023 

Source: Processed by Researchers from Various Sources 

From the coding table above, as the media that was one of the causes of the revocation 

of Richard Eliezer's protection, Kompas.com reported more about the approval of the LPSK 

decision (pro). This can be interpreted as taking sides with government institutions that must be 

respected for their decisions. 

Reports on Kompas.com also often provide clarification of what happened that Rosi, the 

chief editor of a Kompas TV program, admits that she has stripped the permits of the parties 

involved and has freedom of the press as a journalist. However, the deputy chairman of the LPSK 

denied this, saying that the basis for removing Richard Eliezer's protection was not a matter of 

freedom of the press but a violation of laws and agreements mutually agreed upon. 

https://doi.org/10.37631/commsphere.v1iII.987


 
 

 
 
 

63 

Commsphere: Jurnal Ilmu Komunikasi, Vol. 1, No. 2, Sept 2023, pp. 57-70 ISSN 2987-1360 (ONLINE) 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.37631/commsphere.v1iII.987   

 

 Table 2. Coding table in reporting on the revocation of protection against Richard Eliezer by LPSK on the 

tvOne portal in the period 10-14 March 2023 

Source: Processed by Researchers from Various Sources 

It is evident from the coding table above that the news on TVOne talks more about parties 

who agree with the LPSK decision (pro). TvOnenews.com, in its report, included very few actors 

who disagreed with the LPSK decision (cons). Of the pro actors, TVOnenews also presents actors 

who assess this case subjectively as assumptions netizens about the personality of Richard Eliezer. 

However, from the news that dominates the pros, this can also be interpreted as respect for the 

decisions of government institutions. 

Table 3. Coding table in reporting on the revocation of protection against Richard Eliezer by LPSK on the 

Metro TV portal in the period 10-12 March 2023 

 

Source: Processed by Researchers from Various Sources 

From the coding table above, it can be seen that Metro TV presented pros and cons in a balanced 

(neutral) manner in reporting on this case. The apparent impartiality reflects the spirit of the mass media, 

which should have a neutral value. This is also due to the need for more news to be reported on official 

MetroTvnews, where only news data was obtained from 10-12 March 2023. MetroTVnews news tends to 

present news according to headline-his. If headlines are more oriented towards the pros, the actors 

presented in it also consist of actors with a pro view or vice versa. 
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 Table 4. Coding table in reporting on the revocation of protection for Richard Eliezer by LPSK on the CNN 

Indonesia portal for the period 10-12 March 2023 

Source: Processed by Researchers from Various Sources 

The coding above shows that CNN Indonesia reports more on the cons than the pros. CNN 

is the opposite of the previous mass media, which dominated pro actors. Many reports were 

published about how the contra felt that the LPSK should not have focused this case on revoking 

Richard Eliezer's protection as a Justice Collaboration (JC) because it is needed. CNN wants to 

voice the opinions and views of the counteractors who feel that the LPSK is exaggerating at the 

expense of Richard Eliezer, who still really needs protection from the LPSK. However, the Polres 

stated that they were ready to fully protect and protect Richard Eliezer according to the words of 

Dedi Prasetyo as the Head of the Public Relations Division of the Polres. 

Table 5. Coding table in reporting on the revocation of protection for Richard Eliezer by LPSK on 

the Republika portal in the period 10-11 March 2023 

Source: Processed by Researchers from Various Sources 

The coding table above shows that Republika has fairly good neutrality. Republika reports 

the pros and cons of the actors in a balanced way without having biases. However, from the 

actors mentioned, Republika presented more contra actors and repeated pro actors on different 

dates. The reasonably good neutrality of the news analysis on Republika can also be caused by 

the small number of news reported on website officials, and there is only information reporting 

this case in the period March 10-11, 2023. 
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 Table 6. Coding table in reporting on the revocation of protection for Richard Eliezer by LPSK on 
the Tribunnews portal for the period 10-13 March 2023 

Source: Processed by Researchers from Various Sources 

 

From the coding table above, it can be seen that Tribunnews reports on the case of the 

revocation of protection against Richard Eliezer by the LPSK neutrally or impartially over a 

reasonably long period. In every news published on Tribunnews, on average, the pros and cons 

of the actors are balanced and do not dominate one of them. The actors presented are diverse 

and are not just repetitions of actors in the news that have been previously reported. 

The visualization is based on news data from the six media above, in a predetermined 

period and related actors. 
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Figure 2. Visualization of reporting on the revocation of protection for Richard Eliezer by LPSK 

on the media portals Kompas TV, TV One, Metro TV, CNN, Republika, and Tribune. 

Source: Research Processed Data Using DNA and VISONE, 2022 

The visualization above, formed from news data on six mass media portals online, ranked 

as the most popular online media, illustrates that the dominant calculation of the six media 

reports on pro actors in the visualization edge is green. The mass media also considered that the 

LPSK's decision to revoke protection for Richard Eliezer was correct because it had violated the 

agreements and agreements that had been made and violated Article 30 Paragraph (2) letter C 

of Law Number 13 of 2006. 

The visualization above also shows a connection between one actor and another, where 

it can be interpreted that both the pro and con actors intersect with one another. The description 

of the actors who have pros and cons responses can be visualized as follows. 
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Figure 3. Visualization of related actors or nodes that have pros and cons responses 

Source: Research Processed Data Using DNA and VISONE, 2022 

The visualization above shows that edge green or pro actors dominate news portals 

compared to edge red or counter actors. As seen from the coding table above, the media portals 

Kompas TV, TV One, Metro TV, CNN, Republika, and Tribune have two news portals that are pro, 

one media is contra, and three media are neutral. In the results of the visualization of the news 

data on the six mass media portals, the news about the pro actors is more than the news about 

the contra actors, where the pro actors consist of government agencies, academics, and netizens. 

The counteractors include legal adviser Richard Eliezer, editor-in-chief of Kompas TV, criminal law 

experts, and Menkumham. 

https://doi.org/10.37631/commsphere.v1iII.987


 
 

 
 
 

68 

Commsphere: Jurnal Ilmu Komunikasi, Vol. 1, No. 2, Sept 2023, pp. 57-70 ISSN 2987-1360 (ONLINE) 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.37631/commsphere.v1iII.987   

 

 CONCLUSION  

Each media has different content and news value. Some report more about the pros and 

cons, and there are still media that do not have domination and a bias in their reporting. 

However, it can be seen from the coding table in the discussion that three of the six news portals 

are still reporting the events of the revocation of protection against Richard Eliezer neutrally and 

impartially. This is shown by the results of the data taken from the six media portals online by 

presenting the pros and cons of the actors equally. However, if examined more deeply, the three 

media have a bias in their narratives, but the actors are considered balanced in including the pros 

and cons. Then, from the three neutral media portals, three tend to present one party, both the 

pros and cons, in a more intense and dominating manner. 

Then, from the visualization, which is a calculation of the collected data, it shows that 

there are six media portals online that have been researched and have a dominant value in 

reporting on actors who have pro views, which can be interpreted as the media portal taking 

sides with LPSK which is an Indonesian government institution. 

          The media's partiality is not a measure of the truth of what happened. It is necessary to 

understand the credibility of news that it was formed from the values of social and cultural 

demands at that time, technology, and the media institution itself (Hall, 2002a: 41). So no matter 

how much news in the media is in favor of one party, it cannot guarantee that the news is the 

most accurate and valid. Besides the Indonesian people's anxiety about the neutrality and 

independence of current news, many people only look at how much and how often the news 

appears without re-examining whether the news is following what happened. 
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